
 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ask Your State Senator 
to Support Elections Bill 

 

 

 

  

The Massachusetts Senate will vote in a few days on the bill for changes in 
the fall elections in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. That bill passed the 
House June 4 and is now numbered H.4778, An Act relative to voting options 

in response to COVID-19. This is a strong bill and we hope the Senate passes 
it so it can go quickly to the Governor. The sooner this bill is signed into law, 

the sooner our election officials can take the steps needed to assure our fall 
elections are safer and more accessible. 

 
Please call or email your State Senator today and ask for their 
support of H.4778.   

 
The bill as passed by the House will: 

• Mail applications for vote by mail ballots to every registered voter 
before the Sept. 1 primary and the Nov. 3 general election 

• Create an online portal for voters to request a mailed ballot 
• Expand in-person early voting for both elections 

• Provide prepaid postage to return both applications and ballots by mail 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001pAqfl2sQ1joZKAsnGcn3oRK2eJHm2AnkdLOyiO9yA1Jx4HdJf8RoQ0r2AUtPDnhJXXL8BPQOw29ldiivM5Nk2O7_8KNASJNUe2BYLtNPNzRY2VbGHpIHM_wpmdPawAd0NsfGH_qYEroPlJzW-TQ8BKNMVcrWjKrZbsjZirN-T44-g4sb00Paw02HNIbnJJwWnxL9UL5qSZo%3D%26c%3DkMX8cf1MTVPregQbDl7OqrSaaCzvezs8Apn996tCD59Ed-jvdZ6TIA%3D%3D%26ch%3DDZuFb28iMpWjl3dwxRHl47_2vXbv-Q2c4fBCoSk6uWdzw06sxkkqlA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C31e78daee5414e740c9a08d80eec1b05%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275754520185166&sdata=kNRMTaJ0v4NaOaKiuNzyCe3Al3IQl44TyomSIuugtrM%3D&reserved=0


• Allow election officials to process mailed ballots at a central location 
and before Election Day (results will not be tabulated or reported until 
polls close) 

• Allow voter registration up to 10 days before each election rather than 
the current 20 days 

• Count ballots postmarked by Election Day but received by the following 
Friday (Nov. 6) for the November election 

• Require the Secretary of the Commonwealth to issue regulations for 

safe in-person polling place operation 
• Establish that precaution taken because of COVID-19 is a legitimate 

reason to vote by absentee ballot 

The primary election is 82 days from June 10 and the November election is 
116 days away. There is no time to waste. 
 

Ask your Senator to help pass H.4778 now. 
 

Find your Senator's contact information here. 
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Am I registered to vote? 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyV
oterRegStatus.aspx  

  

How to register to vote on line?  Make sure you have either 
the last 4 digits of your Social Security number OR your 
driver license I.D. Number: 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/ 

  

Voting by Mail, background April 2020.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001pAqfl2sQ1joZKAsnGcn3oRK2eJHm2AnkdLOyiO9yA1Jx4HdJf8RoQ59LuftFtiJqOrkVktJ26t608FpnSLx2yNB9Wa1oLH96TUugbWQ13RJzjBe16pSROEmH5vmaaBj-y-UXNyYooli4lHgJo3WZg5enzJ6HK3CAruNgG1NFfCfjgiZnqBSo6fj8DdIXXDAJpXKhMB6kHkaagphAfD2SMA%3D%3D%26c%3DkMX8cf1MTVPregQbDl7OqrSaaCzvezs8Apn996tCD59Ed-jvdZ6TIA%3D%3D%26ch%3DDZuFb28iMpWjl3dwxRHl47_2vXbv-Q2c4fBCoSk6uWdzw06sxkkqlA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C31e78daee5414e740c9a08d80eec1b05%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275754520195122&sdata=G8%2F8%2BjLps6cP1V5RasQ20CjXX%2BJnsxgAmOqCS4QCHKQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lwvma@lwvma.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001pAqfl2sQ1joZKAsnGcn3oRK2eJHm2AnkdLOyiO9yA1Jx4HdJf8RoQ8Kh91I0kdyihF-2xoAXrv1BfFAouoj8Ea9vsmA7HLFn3sAC_-PacLiAN423APZvod7oi8aOBIoxrh7DokfKDV-DngjDeU5Z16U_y6KkMf2Ujnxum-RQGcs%3D%26c%3DkMX8cf1MTVPregQbDl7OqrSaaCzvezs8Apn996tCD59Ed-jvdZ6TIA%3D%3D%26ch%3DDZuFb28iMpWjl3dwxRHl47_2vXbv-Q2c4fBCoSk6uWdzw06sxkkqlA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C31e78daee5414e740c9a08d80eec1b05%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275754520195122&sdata=DqR%2F%2FxxZsw4VIPT13ILZ79CZ%2B6DeyQ55bPMuqtAynls%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sec.state.ma.us%2FVoterRegistrationSearch%2FMyVoterRegStatus.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C4acf712fd31e492b3cfb08d80eeef006%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275766692907055&sdata=bzIGTwqHcZmfG8uX26bscun5USzkyWqeKKNOxUCMEK4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sec.state.ma.us%2FVoterRegistrationSearch%2FMyVoterRegStatus.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C4acf712fd31e492b3cfb08d80eeef006%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275766692907055&sdata=bzIGTwqHcZmfG8uX26bscun5USzkyWqeKKNOxUCMEK4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sec.state.ma.us%2FOVR%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C4acf712fd31e492b3cfb08d80eeef006%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275766692917008&sdata=GGg2AVb88HdkNm337WC1Yfs2H9c%2FAK%2FK4GOkux%2FqFd0%3D&reserved=0


Under the Massachusetts Constitution, absentee ballots are available for all elections to 

voters who are disabled, out of town on Election Day, or have a religious belief preventing 

them from voting at their polling place. 

A new law has been passed clarifying that any person taking precaution related to COVID-

19 in response to a declared state of emergency or from guidance from a medical 

professional, local or state health official, or any civil authority shall be deemed to be unable 

by reason of physical disability to cast their vote in person at a polling location. 

It is the opinion of this office that you qualify for an absentee ballot due to physical 

disability if: 

• You are ill;  
• You are confined to your home because you may transmit infection; or  
• You cannot leave your home because you are a member of a population vulnerable 

to illness;  
• You are staying in your home or avoiding your polling place as a 

precautionary measure in response to COVID-19.  

The law has also been updated to allow early voting by mail for any election held on or 

before June 30th. Early voting by mail is similar to absentee voting, but unlike absentee 

voting, no excuse is required. 

 

Absentee Voter application: 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elepdf/absentee/English-
Absentee-Ballot-Application.pdf  
 

For further information on you polling place, legisators, etc. 
See the LWV website  
 

https://www.vote411.org/  
  
  

Renew membership http://lwvcapecod.org/PayPal.html 

 

EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE FROM LWV 

June 11, 2020 

WASHINGTON – Today the CEO of the League of Women Voters, Virginia 

Kase issued the following statement in support of the Justice in Policing Act:   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sec.state.ma.us%2Fele%2Felepdf%2Fabsentee%2FEnglish-Absentee-Ballot-Application.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C4acf712fd31e492b3cfb08d80eeef006%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275766692917008&sdata=T3Ag3C8gOe%2FqXU3nvmdWS9rNB6XIgO0x6DVYSLM7pqU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sec.state.ma.us%2Fele%2Felepdf%2Fabsentee%2FEnglish-Absentee-Ballot-Application.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C4acf712fd31e492b3cfb08d80eeef006%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275766692917008&sdata=T3Ag3C8gOe%2FqXU3nvmdWS9rNB6XIgO0x6DVYSLM7pqU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vote411.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csonja.sheasley%40barnstablecounty.org%7C4acf712fd31e492b3cfb08d80eeef006%7C84475217b42348dbb766ed4bbbea74f1%7C0%7C0%7C637275766692926968&sdata=r1Hy1i3AJ%2BQpYF2qePCnMHadngbcUt3Lo9Hrr8SVvNk%3D&reserved=0
http://lwvcapecod.org/PayPal.html


"Americans agree, federal policing laws in our country must be changed. For far 
too long, Black people and communities have been subjected to unimaginable 

abuse at the hands of law enforcement. The issues with policing are 
not simply the result of a few bad apples. It is the result of systems and 

policies born from the legacy of racial discrimination 
and oppression where Black people and people of color are treated 
as dangerous enemy combatants, rather than human 

beings with equal rights under our constitution. This problem cannot be trained 
away.  The Justice in Policing Act of 2020 is a necessary first step 

towards creating systems of accountability that will make communities 
safer and begin the process of eliminating police brutality in America.   

"This bill follows the strong police accountability framework that the 

League contributed to along with nearly 500 civil rights and justice 
organizations across the country. It includes measures that would ban police 
chokeholds like the one that killed George Floyd and prohibit police from 

using no-knock warrants in drug cases, like the one that killed Breonna 
Taylor. Additional pieces of the bill would transform how we handle police 

abuse in this country by creating a police misconduct registry and providing the 
Justice Department authority to investigate and prosecute police misconduct.   

"Like all legislation, this is not a perfect bill, and we look forward to continuing 

to work with leadership in Congress to improve it before it reaches the floor of 
the U.S. House. The League of Women Voters looks forward to working 
with our partners in the civil rights community to support this important effort 

to advance a comprehensive justice reform bill towards passage." 

Contact: Sarah Courtney | 202-263-1332 | scourtney@lwv.org 

 

tel:202-263-1332
mailto:scourtney@lwv.org

